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The Relationship between Export Structure of Xinjiang to Russia and

Agricultural Structure of Xinjiang in the Late Qing Dynasty
ZHANG Xi-gin

( Shanxi University of Finance and Economics Taiyuan Shanxi 030000)

Abstract In the late Qing Dynasty trade with Russia was flourishing in Xinjiang and the export
items to Russia were mainly local products such as livestock fur cotton and raw silk. Hence Xinjiang
became the production base of raw materials for Russia and at the same time it imported industrial
manufactured products from Russia. On one hand this trade directly affected the production structure of
Xinjiang pushing its economic development; and on the other hand its trade with Russia fell into a “trap of
comparative advantage” locking Xinjiang in the low end of the industrial chain which hindered its sustained
and healthy development of economy. Under the background of the national strategy of developing the Silk
Road Economic Belt this paper makes a review of the relationship between Xinjiang-Russia trade structure
and the agricultural structure of Xinjiang in order to provide a historical view for the economic development and
adjustment of Xinjiang’ s agricultural structure.
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